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Light is made up of subatomic 
particles called photons, symbolized by the 
" particle play " of radiating elements 
from a central source. 
Nursing also has its own powerful 
symbol of light -the lamp- represented as 
the source of the radiating energy. 
In 1854 Florence Nightingale first 
made her late-night, solitary rounds in a 
military hospital with such a lamp, caring 
for wounded soldiers. Now, as then, her 

lamp-the symbol of the light of 
nursing-captures the soul and spirit of the 
profession . 

In these modem and traditional 
symbols of light we are reminded that 
complementary qualities - the modern as 
well as the traditional, the intellectual as 
well as the spiritual - are equally needed if 
Nurses are to meet their 



modern goal: 
Being a Nurse Healer. 
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In accepting this pin, 



I solemnly swear to uphold the ideals 
of the nursing profession, 
I will administer quality care to all 
patients, regardless of race, creed, or 
sex. 

I will safeguard the patient's rights to 
privacy, and I will offer support during 
crises to both clients and their 
families. 

I will participate in activities that 
promote , restore and maintain 
physical and 
emotional health. 
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